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The League of the Haudenosaunee sends its greetings to the men, women and 

children of the other nations on this land. The League of the Haudenosaunee 

continues as a sovereign people on the soil it has occupied on Turtle Island for 

countless generations and we extend friendship to all who recognize our 

constitutional government and who desire peaceful relations. 

The Haudenosaunee Delegation add our Congratulations to the first 

Assembly of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues. 

Mr. Chairman, Special Rapporteur and Distinguished Members of the Permanent 

Forum, the I laudenosaunee now present the following suggestions and 

recommendations. 

We congratulate, will support and cooperate with the members of the 

Permanent Forum as you face the daunting task of organizing the process to make 



this an effective vehicle for the promotion of all of the elements necessary for the self 

determination of the world's indigenous peoples. 

Mr. Chairman 

Our first issue is a reminder that in 1995 the Haudenosaunee with the support 

of Ambassador Keith Johnson of Jamaica and UNEP under the leadership of Dr. 

Noel Brown and Pierre Quiblier helped organize The Haudenosuanee Environmental 

Restoration Strategy: An Indigenous Strategy for Human Sustainability. This 

environmental project was presented to the UN agencies and organizations in this 

forum 18 July, 1995. We believe that it was one of the first projects presented to the 

UN for the Decade of the World's Indigenous Peoples. 

Sadly, we must report that after the initial support of UNEP which was 

instrumental in producing this project dubbed "The Blue Book", no further action 

was taken by UN agencies in support of this project. 

Over 100 copies of the "Blue Book" were distributed among the agencies of 

the U.N. We suggest that the Permanent Forum find this report and review and 

endorse our request for support. At the same time you should revisit all of the 

indigenous projects that remain unattended. 

For our part, we created the Haudenosaunee Environmental Task Force 

(HETF) and have developed programs in the various territories of the 
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Haudenosaunee in Canada and the United States. These programs are vibrant and 

ongoing, but are limited financially to meet the major environmental crises facing 

our nations today. 

Now we move on to the second issue we want to present to the Permanent 

Forum. The Earth Charter. 

The issue of terrorism has galvanized nations around the world to organize a 

consolodated resistance against such actions, because the issue touches everyone. 

This same galvanization of the world's resources must be applied to global wanning 

for our common environmental security. 

We the Haudenosaunee recognize that the degradation of the earth's capacity 

to sustain life, global warming and the ice melting around the world will be 

fundamentally more terrifying to human populations as we begin to experience the 

results of climate change than is the current issue of terrorism. 

Mr. Chairman: 

World leadership should galvanize corrective actions to change the direction of 

human activities that cause over fishing, deforestation, the extraction of vital 

resources, the pollution of air and water to insure a good life for coming generations. 
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We submit that the Permanent Forum encourage current world leaders to 

fulfill their duties and responsibilities to coming generations by maintaining the 

highest degree of advocacy for holisitic environmental health. 

How can we begin to correct this? By ratifying the Earth Charter at the 

Johannesburg World Summit on Sustainable Dveleopment (WFSD) September, 

2002. 

The Earth Charter will continue to gain importance as the earth continues to 

degrade. As world leadership continues to ignore global warming they will do so at 

their own peril, even more disconcerting is that this peril includes all of us and our 

grandchildren. 

In time the Earth Charter will gain the same stature as the Charter on Human 

Rights, perhaps more. 

Mr. Chariman: 

The Earth Charter was first presented at the Earth Summit in Rio, 1992. A 

benchmark draft was submitted at the conclusion of the Rio +5 Forum, 1997. This 

draft was finalized in Paris 14 March, 2000. Thsi draft will be presented for 

ratification at the Rio +10 Summit in Johannesburg. 

We urge all nations, UN member states, indigenous nations and peoples, 

indeed all humanity to ratify this charter, in the name of common sense and our own 

sustainable future. 
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Dane' toh (Now 1 am finished) 

Oren Lyons on behalf of the 

Haudenosaunee Delegation 
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